[Letter to the editor, Camas magazine, published May 3, 2001 under the headline:]

Critic Charges Cowleses Jeopardize Future Generations

WHILE WORKING ON a case in Seattle last week I came across a copy of the Washington CEO, featuring Stacey Cowles on the subject of business growth and development. After being asked by former Spokane city officials to examine the Cowles’s River Park Square project back in 1998, it has long since been clear to me that the Inland Empire is really the Cowles Empire and that Spokane is America’s last company town. Unless the Cowleses can profit by it, there is no growth. By anyone else’s definition, Spokane stands in a profound state of economic depression in stark contrast to other areas in the state. Moreover, the Cowleses are singularly responsible for Spokane’s depressed and downtrodden economic situation, having intimidated, frustrated and vanquished those who have sought to bring jobs, technology, and economic growth to Spokane.

Stacey Cowles refers to River Park Square as an example of economic development. It was anything but a public/private partnership. The Cowleses appropriated close to $25 million in HUD loans and grants for a high-end mall that the average citizen can’t afford to shop in. What is more, they unloaded their private parking garage on the public sector for a high multiple of any reasonable value, crippling the City’s budget and jeopardizing future generations through damage to Spokane’s bond rating. This was not a public-private partnership.

Despite lawsuits by bondholders and an investigation by the Internal Revenue Service, the Cowleses continue to impose their rose-colored views on their fiefdom through family media control. “No problem. Everything’s fine.” That will be the theme even after the garage bonds go into default.

However, national media attention coupled with local investigative reporting by courageous small-scale publications, such as The Local Planet, promises to depict Stacey Cowles’s notion of economic development for what it truly is, a heist.

—MARK D. SCHWARTZ, attorney (5/3/01)

Pennsylvania

