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May 12, 2006
Milt Rowland

808 West Spokane Falls Boulevard
5" Fleor
Spokane, WA 99201

Re:  RPS Parking Garags

Dear Milt:

We have been asked to respond to a letter dated May 3, 2005 (2006) directed to Mr,
‘Bob Smith at River Park Square by Joseph .. Wizner, Director of Building Services, with
respect to the April 8, 2006 accident at the RPS Parking Garage,

We assume, from your letter, that the meeting, which you set for Wednesday, May
17, 2006 at 1:30 p.m., is not & formal hearing required under SMC 17F,070.440 in that Mr,
Wizner, as building official, has not made any findings of any violations of Chapter SMC
17F-070, nor has he prepared a written complaint, all of which ate required by SMC
17F.070.420. Rathér, we assume that the meeting scheduled for May 17 i3 to provide the
City with the infortmation requested by Mir. Wizner. Accordingly, we reserve all applicabla
rights should, subsequent to the meeting of May 17, the City wish to commence a formal
procedure pursuant to SMC 17F,070.420.

With that in mind, we want to assure you that we do intend to cooperate in all
respects, and look forward to providing the available relevant engineering information at the
May 17 meeting, We also expect our engineers will discuss with Mr, Wizner at that time the
investigation conducted to date and the initial conclusions reached. Please be advised that

we intend to work with the City fo ensure that the RPS Garage meets or oxceeds all
applicable building codes. Careful inspection and analysis of the parking garage is as
imponant to RPS as it i3 to the City.

AsImentioned, River Park Square, its engineers and contractor have worked quickly
and diligently to investigate and study the parage to be able to assure the City and the public
of the garage’s safety and compliance with all applicable codes. It started 45 minutes after
the accident when Goebel’s supetintendent arrived on the scene to secute the site. On
Mondzy, April 10% at 8:00 a.m., Terry Goebel arrived at the garage and began his inspection.
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He inspected the gatage, contacted the structural engineer, and began pulling engiticering
drawings, architectural plans, files and repotts. Thereafter, on April 12% V. Goebel and
Craig Lee, a structural engineer of Coffinan Engincering, met to further study the matter,
Later that day, Mr. Lee inspected the concrete battier (which was stored off site) and the
damaged automobile. The very next day, Mr. Lee spent 3.5 hours inspecting the phrage and
specifically the conerete panels or barriers. On April 20%, Mr. Lee spent another 4 hours
measuring the concrete panels at the garage and did an engiticering analysis of the panels.
This is in addition to the work performed by othet structural engineers retained by Safeco,
the garage’s insurance cattier.

Also, River Park Square hired the Seattle office of & national consuliing engincering
firm, Wiss, Janney, Elstnet Associates of Northbrook, Illinois to condiet an independent
structural inspection of the garage to determine its compliance with all applicable codes. M.
Richard Dethlefs of that firm hes inspected the garage and the concrete panel in question, ag
well as reviewed engineering and shop drawings of the panels, and documented his initial
findings with regard to the condition of the vehiole batriers. Enclosed is a copy of Wiss,
Janney’s preliminary report. As you will note, Wiss, Janney has found that the garage
panels meet or exceed applicable building codes,

As stated in its preliminary report, Wiss, Janney has been asked by RPS, in order to
ensure the continuing safety and viability of the garage, to petform additlonal studies. When
this work is clone and the engingering firm completes its cornprehensive report, together with
recommendations for voluntary upgrades, naturally we will timely share them and our
implementation plans with the City.

Again, we look forward to working with the City in this matter,
Very truly yours,

WITHERSPOON, KELLEY, DAVENPORT
& TOWLE :

L

Willianh 1J, e

WDS:If
Enclosure




B5/15/28@6 15:88 5097443358 ROCKEY HILL & WNOWLT . PAGE B4/89

. : ENGINERRS Wies, danmey, Elstner Ataogates, Inc,
msn : B3 South King Sireet, Byits 800
' IRNTISTS ' Bentlia, Washington 02104

£08,6722.1441 te] | R06.E25.0701 4k
W wiecom

Via Wax end U.S. Mail
12 May 2006

My, William 1D, Symimes
Witherspoon, Kelley, Davenport & Toole
1100 U.S. Baak Building

" 422 West Riverside Avenue
Spokane, WA 99201-0300

Re: River Park Square Parking Gatage :
Evaluation of Vehicle Barrlers - Proliminary Report of Findings
WIE No. 2006.2097

Deay Mr, Synunes:

At your retuest, Wiss, Jauney, Elstnér Asaociates, Jnc. (WIE) perfortued an evaluation of the vehicle
barriers at the River Park Squers Parking Garage in Spokane, Washington. On 8 April 2006, & patron of
the gatage drove their vehicle into one of the barriers ont the 5th floor of the geraps, The battier failed
allowing ihe vehicle to fall off the north side of the garage resulting in, the death of the driver. As a resnlt
of the avcident, the Spokane Department of Building and Code Enforcetnent (City) issmed a letter dated
3 Mey 2006 indicating that the ownet of the garage tust demonstrata to the City that “sll relevant Code -
requitertents are met” in order'to maintain the certificate of occupaney fur the building, To addreys this
ouheermn by the City, WIB has baen asked fo evaluate the condition of the vehicle batriers in the gayage.
The purpose of this letter is to docmment our initial findings regerding the condition avd capacity of the
vehicle barriers at the building, Currently, we hove been asked v plan on performing additional
investigation into the condition. of the vehisle betriers and will issue a final report with. recommendatiotis
when we are completed. . :

Bac!cground

The River Park Seuare Pagking Garage is a 10-gtory, reinforoed conctete struoture. The sriginal portion of
the garage was constructed in 1974 as au elevated 7-stary strachie with reinforoed concrete coluyms,
beams, and decks. Three additional stories wete reportedly added to the structure around 1999 and a
single below-grade level was added benesth the existing pgrade level retail space, Portions of the new
elevated levels are of post-tensioned conctete construction, The building originally had vehicle barrjers on

* both the north and south sides of the structure; however, the south barriers were replaced with walls in
later temodels o the building. . '

The vehiele barriers are constuetsd of precast reinforced concrete. They nre L-shaped with 4 foot long
herizontel and vertinal leps curved sbout a 1 foot 5 inmch radine, The pfmels are 6 inches thick on the
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